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Ronald L. Johnson
Senior Vice President, Referee Operations
National Basketball Association

Retired Major General Ronald L. Johnson was named the National
Basketball Association’s Senior Vice President, Referee Operations in
July 2008. He is responsible for all aspects of the NBA’s officiating
program, including recruiting, training and development, scheduling,
data management and analysis, and work rules enforcement.

Prior to the NBA, General Johnson served as the deputy commanding
general and deputy chief of engineers, the second highest-ranking
senior engineer staff officer for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). He retired in April 2008 after serving 32 years of military service.

From October 2005 until his retirement, Johnson was assisting the chief of engineers in maintaining
Army Staff oversight for organizing, training, and equipping 70,000 engineer soldiers in the active and
reserve components and USACE. He additionally served as the principal engineer advisor to the chief
of staff of the Army.

Prior to his appointment to this command, he served as the director of the U.S. Army Installation Man-
agement Agency (IMA). As the largest field-operating agency in the Army, the IMA manages all of the
Army’s 181 installations worldwide with over 80,000 military and civilian personnel. Johnson was re-
sponsible for executing Headquarters, Department of the Army policy, guidance and programs, and ex-
ercised authority for an $8 billion annual budget for all agency functions.

Johnson also served as the commander of USACE’s Gulf Region Division (GRD) and U.S. deputy di-
rector of the Program Management Office (PMQ) in Iraq where he was responsible for $18.4 billion of
reconstruction in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He was responsible for approximately 2,000 Sol-
diers, seamen, airmen, Marines, civilians, and Iragi nationals who were involved in executing the Iraq
Relief and Reconstruction Fund Program.

In June 2003, Johnson was named director of military programs and G3 for the USACE in which he was
directly responsible for oversight of the Army’s Military Construction, Real Estate Services and Envi-
ronmental Programs. He provided expert architectural engineering and design services to USAID, De-
partment of State, and other agencies.

Additional previous command assignments included: Commanding General, Pacific Ocean Division,
USACE; Assistant Commandant, U.S. Army Engineer School/Deputy Commanding General, U.S. Army
Maneuver Support Center; Executive Officer to the Secretary of the Army; Brigade Commander, 130th
Engineer Brigade, V Corps, Germany; Senior Aide to the Secretary of the Army; and Battalion Com-
mander in both Fort Lewis, WA and Fort Ord, CA.

Johnson’s awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal (with two Oak Leaf Clus-
ters), Bronze Star, Legion of Merit (with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters), Combat Action Badge, Parachutist Badge,
Air Assault Badge, Army Staff Identification Badge, and the Recruiter Badge.

He is also the recipient of the 2003 Black Engineer of the Year Award for Professional Achievement in
Government Service, an inductee into the 2005 Academy of Distinguished Engineering Alumni at Geor-
gia Tech, and the recipient of the 2008 Black Engineer Lifetime Achievement Award. Ron Johnson
serves on the Georgia Tech President’s Advisory Board, the Tennenbaum Institute’s Advisory Board, and
is a Trustee on the Georgia Tech Foundation. He has two scholarships endowed in his name at Geor-
gia Tech and one at West Point. Ron serves on the Board of Directors of Leave No Veteran Behind, a
501 ¢(3) non profit.

A native of Chicago, IL, Johnson currently resides in Manhattan. He is the proud father of a 22-year-
old son named lan.



Don Vaden
Vice President, Director of Officials
National Basketball Association

Don Vaden, Vice President, Director of Officials, has been a member
of the Basketball Operations staff over the past nine years and has
served in various management roles in the NBA's officiating pro-
gram.

He served as the director of officiating at numerous NBA summer
leagues, training NBA and NBA D-League referees. Vaden has
worked as a Group Supervisor, a Crew Chief Coordinator and a
Transition Coordinator in the NBA's Officiating Program. He has also
acted as a site director at summer training camps and a presenter of
information at Preseason Training Camp.

Vaden is responsible for the day-to-day management and on-court performance of the officiating staff.

In his 15-season officiating career with the NBA, Vaden officiated 854 Regular Season games and 59
Playoffs and Finals games before retiring in 2002.



Joe Borgia
Vice President, Referee Operations
National Basketball Association

Joe Borgia, Vice President, Referee Operations was a member of the
NBA's Basketball Operations Department from 1999 until the Referee
Operations Department was recently formed. He was Director of Ref-
eree Development and Director of Officiating Programs and Develop-
ment prior to being named Vice President.

Borgia is responsible for the administration of Referee Operations in-
cluding recruiting, training programs, team communications and over-
sight of the D-League and WNBA officiating programs.

Borgia began his professional officiating career in 1978 at age 22, when he joined the staff of the New
York Pro-Am league. He spent eight years in the Continental Basketball Association (CBA) and in 1988
was hired to the NBA staff. He officiated 10 seasons before an injury forced him to retire in 1998.

Borgia grew up surrounded by NBA officiating. He is the son of the late Sid Borgia, a legendary referee
who officiated in the NBA for 20 years beginning in 1946. Sid Borgia also served as supervisor of offi-
cials during the latter years of his career and continued as an observer after retiring.

Borgia resides in New Rochelle, N.Y. and St Petersburg, Fla. He is married to Linda and they have a
daughter Marisa and son Matthew.



Bernie Fryer
Director Referee Development
National Basketball Association

Bernie Fryer, will be taking on a new role for the 2011-12 NBA sea-

son. He will be acting as the Director, Referee Development, where
he will mentor and evaluate NBA officials and scout potential new of-
ficials.

Prior to assuming this role, Fryer acted as the NBA's Vice President

and Director of Officials from 2008 - 2011, where he was responsible

for the day-to-day management and on court performance of NBA referees and acted as the NBA's
Assistant Director of Officials and Crew Chief Coordinator during the 2007-08 season.

Fryer retired as an NBA official in June 2007 after a 28-year career and holds the distinction of being
one of only four people — along with Stan Stutz, Leon Wood and Haywoode Workman — to both ref-
eree and play in the NBA.

During his career as an NBA official, Fryer refereed 1,696 regular season games, 157 playoff games
and 12 NBA Finals games. He was also an official at the 1998 NBA All-Star Game and the 1996
Japan Games in Tokyo.

Prior to becoming an official, Fryer played two seasons in the NBA. The Phoenix Suns drafted him in
the 1972 NBA Draft, and he made his playing debut in 1973-74 season with the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers. He was named to the All-Rookie Second Team in 1974.

Fryer was an All-WAC First Team selection from 1970 to 1972 as a member of the Brigham Young
University basketball team. The Port Angeles, Wash. native attended Port Angeles High School where
he was named a high school All-American in football and basketball during his junior and senior sea-
sons.



Dee Kantner
Director of Officials
Women's National Basketball Association

WNBA Director of Officials since December 2004, Dee Kantner is re-
sponsible for the recruitment, training and daily supervision of the
WNBA officiating staff, as well with assisting with game rules devel-
opment. Prior to her current position, she served two seasons as the
WNBA's Director of Referee Development, where she assisted in
referee recruiting and training. She also was the Supervisor of Offi-
cials for the first two years of the WNBA in 1997 and 1998.

Kantner was an NBA referee for five seasons and served as the WNBA's original Supervisor of Offi-
cials for the 1997 and 1998 seasons. In 1997, Kantner and Violet Palmer were signed by the NBA as
the first female referees in any major U.S. professional sport. On Oct. 31, 1997, they made history
when they officiated the NBA season opener between the Vancouver Grizzlies and the Dallas Maver-
icks.

Kantner has officiated 15 women's NCAA Final Fours, including eight national championship games,
and was named the Naismith Award winner as the 1997 Official of the Year, as well as the 1996 At-
lantic Coast Conference Women's Official of the Year. Kantner has extensive FIBA officiating experi-
ence, including the 1994 and 1998 Women's World Championship, and the 2000 Olympics, and spent
two seasons as a referee in the Continental Basketball Association.

Kantner graduated from the University of Pittsburgh, where she was a four-year member of the
women's field hockey team and participated in one season of basketball and track.



George Toliver
Director of Officials
D-League

George Toliver has served as the Director of D-League Officials for
eight years and has been a member of the NBA's Basketball Opera-
tions Department since 2004. A FIBA official since 1985, George To-
liver has officiated games in the 1995 European Championships,
1994 World Championships, 1993 World University Games, 1986
Sports Festival and 1984 Olympic Trials.

Over his 15-season NBA officiating career, Toliver worked 742 regu-
lar season games, as well as the 1996 All Star Legends Game and the 1994 Japan Games in Yoko-
hama.

Toliver has international officiating experience in the Chinese Basketball Association, where he offici-
ated the Championship Series, conducted clinics in Germany, Turkey, Greece, Spain, Taiwan, and of-
ficiated in the 1994 World Championships. He also has one year of USBL officiating experience
where he officiated the playoffs and finals. Toliver also has six years of collegiate officiating experi-
ence in the Atlantic Coast, Metro, and Southern Conferences, as well as the ACC Tournament, NCAA
Tournament and NIT. He also has 11 years of high school officiating experience, having worked six
state championship games.

A member of the James Madison University Hall of Fame since 1991, Toliver earned his Bachelor of
Science degree in Social Science from JMU, as well as his Masters degree in Education from James
Madison. He played four seasons of basketball for JMU and was the team MVP in 1971 and 1972.
Toliver was an instructor at JMU and was the assistant baseball coach from 1973-74, and assistant
basketball coach from 1973-75. Toliver played four years of high school basketball at King George
High School in Virginia, playing in the State Championship in 1969 and was named All State the
same year.

George is the founder and general manager of the Harrisonburg HEAT Girls Basketball Club, which
helps develop basketball skills for girls ages six to seventeen.
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2011-12 NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION KEY DATES

December 22
December 24
December 25

December 25-January 6

February 6
February 10
February 24-26
April 11- 14
April 26

April 27

April 28

April 29

May 14-15
May 28-29
May 30

June 12

June 18

June 26

June 28

July 1-10

July 11

July 27 - August 12

NBA Preseason ends

Rosters set for NBA Opening Day (6 p.m. ET)

Start of the 2011-12 NBA Season

Kia Motors NBA Tip-Off ‘11

10-day contracts may now be signed

All contracts are guaranteed for the remainder of the season
2012 NBA All-Star Game (Orlando)

Portsmouth Invitational Tournament (Portsmouth, VA)
Regular Season ends

Rosters set for 2012 NBA Playoffs, 3 p.m. ET

2012 NBA Playoffs begin

NBA Early Entry Eligibility Deadline (11:59 p.m. ET)
Conference Semifinals begin (possible move up to May 12 or 13)
Conference Finals begin (possible move up to May 26 or 27)
2012 NBA Draft Lottery

2012 NBA Finals begin (possible move up to June 10)

NBA Draft Early Entry Entrant Withdrawal Deadline (5:00 p.m. ET)
Last Possible Date for The Finals

2012 NBA Draft

2012 Moratorium Period

NBA Teams May Begin Signing Free Agents

2012 Summer Olympics (London, England)

1"



Standard Observers
2011-12 Season
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In addition to the NBA Referee Operations Department, standard observers help observe games and
gather data to assist the officials.

STANDARD OBSERVERS

There are three standard observers who are part of the NBA officiating staff. They watch NBA games
both in-arena and via video, analyze performances and report back to the Director of Officiating and
the Director of Performance Analysis. Their primary objective is to serve as data gatherers.

Standard observers evaluate play calling and provide the group supervisors with specific observa-
tions. In addition, they provide the league office with timely atypical situations, allowing for prompt re-
actions. Standard observers do not regularly communicate with the officials.
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Officials Roster

6
7

8

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
38
40
41
42
43
44
45
47
48
49
50
52
54
55
56
57
58
59

Tony Brown
Kevin Fehr
Marc Davis
Derrick Stafford
Ron Garretson
Derrick Collins
Violet Palmer
Monty McCutchen
Ed Malloy
Bennett Salvatore
David Guthrie
Joe Crawford
Matt Boland
James Capers
Leroy Richardson
Bill Spooner
Jason Phillips
Mike Callahan
Tony Brothers
Pat Fraher

Dick Bavetta
Tommy Nunez, Jr.
Mark Lindsay
John Goble
Scott Wall

Eddie F. Rush
Zach Zarba
Kevin Cutler
Kane Fitzgerald
David Jones
Michael Smith
Leon Wood

Ken Mauer

Eric Lewis

Dan Crawford
Eli Roe

Brian Forte
Bennie Adams
Scott Foster
Tom Washington
Olandis Poole
Scott Twardoski
Nick Buchert

Bill Kennedy
Mark Ayotte
Greg Willard
Josh Tiven

Gary Zielinski

15

60 James Williams
61 Courtney Kirkland
63 Derek Richardson
65 Sean Wright

66 Haywoode Workman
68 Marat Kogut

70 Brent Barnaky

71 Rodney Mott

72 JT Orr

73 Tre Maddox

74 Curtis Blair

75 Eric Dalen

77 Karl Lane

Non-Staff Officials:

64 SirAllen Conner
67 Matt Myers

69 Ben Taylor

76 Steve Anderson
78 Scott Bolnick
79 Kevin Scott



Bennie Adams #47

NBA Experience: 16 seasons

Currently in his 17th NBA season

Born: April 8, 1967 (New Orleans)
Resides: New Orleans

HS: Eleanor McMain (New Orleans)
College: Southern University '90, M.S. '93

A former math instructor at Southern University, Bennie Adams

joined the NBA officiating staff 17 seasons ago, and since then has

officiated 904 regular season and four playoff games. In addition, he

has been a USA Basketball official since 1995. Adams has also officiated the 2008 NBA Europe Live
Tour and the 2002 NBA All Star Rookie Challenge.

Adams officiated in the CBA for three years, and worked the 1996 CBA Finals. He also has three
years of collegiate officiating experience in the Southeastern, Ohio Valley, Trans America Athletic and
Southwestern Athletic Conferences. Adams also has 10 years of high school officiating experience in
Louisiana.

Adams has both a Masters and Bachelors degree in mathematics from Southern University.
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Mark Ayotte #56

NBA Experience: Seven seasons

Currently in his eighth NBA season

Born: March 12, 1964 (Ishpening, Mich.)
Resides: Glendale, Ariz.

HS: Negaunee High School (Negaunee, Mich.)
College: Michigan Technological University ‘87

Mark Ayotte completed his seventh NBA season having officiated 418
regular season games. Prior to joining the NBA, Ayotte was a WNBA
official for four years and a CBA official for three years. He spent one
year officiating in the NBA Development League.

Ayotte has 12 years of collegiate officiating experience, having participated in the Pac-10, Big Sky and
West Coast conferences. He officiated in the Pac-10 Conference Tournament and the Big Sky Confer-
ence Tournament, including the finals. Ayotte also was an official for the preseason and postseason
NIT. He has 10 years of high school officiating experience in the state of Arizona.

Prior to becoming a professional basketball referee, Ayotte worked as a Systems Design and Test En-

gineer with AG Communication Systems. When not on the hardwood, Ayotte enjoys spending quality
time with his family.

17



Brent Barnaky #70

NBA Experience: One season

Currently in his second NBA season
Born: May 30, 1975 (Hamilton, OH)
Resides: Clearwater, Fla.

HS: Clearwater HS (Clearwater, Fla.)
College: University of Central Florida ‘97
Nova Southeastern Law School ‘01

Brent Barnaky enters his second NBA season having officiated 60

NBA games. Barnaky came to the NBA with 10 years of collegiate of-

ficiating experience, including three years of N.I.T. Tournament play (2008-2010). He officiated the 2008,
2009 and 2010 NBA D-League Playoffs, and the 2009 and 2010 NBA D-League Finals. Barnaky also
has spent time training and developing other officials at referee camps.

Barnaky is married and resides in Clearwater, Fla., where he has been actively involved with pro bono
work to public at large clients in need of legal services.

18



Dick Bavetta #27

NBA Experience: 36 seasons
Currently in his 37th NBA season
Born: December 10, 1939
Resides: Ocala, Fla.

HS: Power Memorial (N.Y.)
College: St. Francis College

During the 2003-04 NBA season, Dick Bavetta officiated his

2,000™ career NBA game, becoming only the sixth official (joining
Jake O’Donnell, Earl Strom, Tommy Nunez, Joe Crawford and Jack
Niess) in NBA history to reach that milestone. Throughout his career, he has never missed an as-
signed game, officiating 2,498 regular season and 257 playoff games, including 25 NBA Finals
games. He was a member of the officiating crew that worked the 1989, 1995 and 2007 NBA All-Star
Games, 1997 McDonald’s Championship in Paris, 1993 Mexico Challenge, 1992 Summer Olympics
in Barcelona and 1990 Japan Games in Tokyo.

Prior to joining the NBA, Bavetta was an official with the Eastern League (CBA) for nine years, and he
has also officiated in the Rucker League, FIBA, Jersey Shore Basketball League, as well as both the
Public and Catholic High School leagues in New York City.

Bavetta attended St. Francis College in Brooklyn. He is a member of the New York City Catholic High
School Hall of Fame, and he added to his personal honors when he received the National Pro-Am
Lifetime Achievement Award.

In 1986 Bavetta established "The Bavetta Scholarships" which he personally finances. The program
provides parochial high school scholarships for minority children. He also has volunteered with the
Double H-Hole in the Woods Ranch working with critically ill children with cancer or the HIV virus
since 1992. During this time he has also served on the Board of Directors. He is actively involved
with the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF), and serves as the Upstate New York Re-
gional Director for the organization. In addition, he regularly speaks at schools and youth groups.

19



Curtis Blair #74

NBA Experience: Three seasons
Currently in his fourth NBA season

Born: September 24, 1970 (Roanoke, Va.)
Resides: Richmond, Va.

HS: Patrick Henry (Roanoke, Va.)
College: University of Richmond ‘92

a 0

Curtis Blair is entering his fourth NBA season having officiated

164 regular season games. Blair has six seasons of NBA D-League

experience and worked the 2008 NBA D-League Finals. He also officiated in several college confer-
ences, including the Atlantic 10, Atlantic Coast Conference and the CAA.

Blair graduated with a degree in Criminal Justice from the University of Richmond in 1992 where he
was a member of the 1991 Men’s basketball team that upset Syracuse in the NCAA Tournament. He
was drafted by the Houston Rockets in 1992 and played professionally in Australia, Austria and
Turkey.

20



Matthew Boland #18

NBA Experience: Eight seasons

Currently in his ninth NBA season

Born: September 28, 1966 (Putnam, Conn.)

Resides: Manchester, Conn.

HS: Marianapolis Prepatory School (Thompson, Conn.)
College: Quinebaug Valley '90

Entering his ninth season as an NBA official, Matt Boland has
worked 490 regular season games. Prior to joining the NBA, he
spent seven years officiating in the CBA, including the 1999, 2000 and
2001 CBA Finals. He also officiated for five years in the WNBA and worked the 2002 and 2003 WNBA
Finals, as well as two years in the NBA Development League, working the 2003 D-League Finals.
Boland also has five years of USBL officiating experience, including the 1997 USBL Finals.

Boland officiated at the collegiate level for four years, working in the MAAC, lvy, Northeast, TAAC and
OVC Conferences. He also has high school officiating experience in his home state of Connecticut
and worked two State Finals games in 1997 and 1998.

Boland’s athletic accomplishments include being a member of PGA where he played in several PGA
tour events and still currently holds his PGA card. He spent time working as a teaching pro before
joining the NBA staff. He also was a member of the 1986 New England Prep Champions Wilbraham
Monson Academy Basketball team.

Boland served in the Connecticut National Guard from 1987-95, and was commissioned 2nd Lieu-
tenant in July of 1990, then promoted to 1st Lieutenant in 1992. The Manchester, Conn. resident is a
member of the Eastern Connecticut High School Basketball Board. He enjoys spending his free time
reading, traveling and playing golf.

21



Tony Brothers #25

NBA Experience: 17 seasons

Currently in his 18th NBA season

Born: September 14, 1964 (Norfolk, Va.)
Resides: Smithfield, Va.

HS: Booker T. Washington (Norfolk, Va.)
College: Old Dominion University '86

Tony Brothers is entering his 18" season as an NBA official and has

officiated 1,040 regular season games and 50 playoff games during

his career. He was a member of the crew that officiated the 1996

Mexico Challenge, 1998 Schick Rookie Game, 1999 McDonald’s Championship in Milan, Italy and
the 2008 China Games.

Prior to joining the NBA, Brothers spent four years officiating in the CBA, including three CBA Finals
and a CBA All-Star Game. He has one year of collegiate officiating experience at the Junior College
level. Brothers also has seven years of high school officiating experience in Virginia, including three
state tournaments.

As a way of honoring his late mother and to give back to his community, Brothers operates Sassy
Properties, an organization dedicated to providing quality and affordable housing for disadvantaged
families. He is also a board member of BillBro, an organization that provides scholarships for women
and minorities. In 1994 he started a mentor program in the Tidewater, Va. schools.

Brothers attended Old Dominion University, where he earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Busi-

ness Administration/Management Information Systems. The former two-time Virginia All-State base-
ball player currently resides in Smithfield, Va. where he finds time to work on his favorite hobby, golf.
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Tony Brown #6

NBA Experience: Nine seasons
Currently in his 10th NBA season
Born: January 4, 1967 (Fla.)

Resides: Atlanta, Ga.

HS: Amos P. Godby (Tallahassee, Fla.)
College: Clark Atlanta University ‘89

Tony Brown has officiated 536 regular season games in his first nine
seasons as an NBA official. Brown officiated his first playoff game
during the 2010-11 season. Prior to joining the NBA, he officiated for
four seasons in the NBA Development League and CBA and three in the WNBA. During that time he
worked the 2002 D-League Finals, the 2002 WNBA All-Star Game and the 2001 CBA Finals.

Brown Attended Florida A&M prior to transferring to Clark Atlanta University, where he received his

degree in Finance. As a member of the basketball team, Brown earned All-State honors at Amos P.
Godby High School in Tallahassee, Fla.
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Nick Buchert #54

NBA Experience: One season
Currently in his second NBA season
Born: April 17, 1983 (Orlando, Fla.)
Resides: Smithfield, KY

HS: University HS (Orlando, Fla.)
College: University of Phoenix

Nick Buchert enters his second NBA season having officiated 65
games.

Buchert owns nine years of collegiate officiating experience. Additionally, he has officiated the 2010
NBA D-League Finals and 2010 NBA D-League All-Star Game.

Buchert enjoys working out and traveling in his free time and is an assistant volleyball coach at Collins
High School in Shelbyville, KY.
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Mike Callahan #24

NBA Experience: 21 seasons
Currently in his 22nd NBA season
Born: April 7, 1959 (Philadelphia)

HS: Cardinal O’Hara (Springfield, Pa.)

A veteran of 21 NBA seasons, Mike Callahan has officiated 1,265
regular season and 110 playoff games and 11 NBA Finals games.
He was a member of the crew that officiated the 2007 NBA All-Star
Game, 1994 Mexico Challenge and the 1996 Schick Rookie Game.

Prior to joining the NBA, Callahan spent three years officiating in the CBA, including the 1989 and
1990 CBA Finals. A member of the Cardinal O’Hara High School basketball team for four years,
Callahan also coached the freshman basketball team after graduating.

Callahan has run a clinic for referees called “Hoops4Heros” that benefits local fire departments and

maintains strong ties to the Philadelphia community through his volunteer work with the Don Guanella
School for developmentally disabled boys. During his free time he also enjoys playing golf.
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James Capers #19

NBA Experience: 16 seasons
Currently in his 17th NBA season
Born: November 8, 1961 (Chicago)
Resides: Chicago

HS: Hales Franciscan (Chicago)
College: Northern lllinois University 84

The son of former NBA official James Capers Sr., James Capers has

officiated 969 regular season games and 44 playoff games during

his 16-season NBA career. In addition to his NBA experience, Capers

has six years of CBA officiating experience, including three CBA Finals and two CBA All-Star Games.

The community-conscious Capers was the recipient of the 1998 Monarch Award as Chicago Sports-
man of the Year for his career and community achievements. Capers also conducts NBA Read to
Achieve programs at two Chicago Public schools -- Vanderpool and May Academy Elementary
Schools.
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Derrick Collins #11

NBA Experience: 10 seasons

Currently in his 11th NBA season

Born: July 15, 1965 (New Orleans)

Resides: Slidell, La.

HS: Brother Martin (New Orleans)

College: Xavier University (New Orleans) '88

Derrick Collins has officiated 616 regular season games and 11 play-

off games in 10 NBA seasons. Prior to joining the NBA, he officiated
five seasons in the CBA and three in the WNBA, where he worked two
CBA Finals and three WNBA Playoffs and Finals. He has seven years of collegiate officiating experi-
ence in various conferences (Big 12, Sun Belt, Conference USA, Southland, SEC, TAAC, OVC and
SWAC), and has a Southland Conference semifinal game. Collins also officiated at the high school
level in Louisiana.

Collins was a member of the Xavier basketball team for four seasons, an honorable mention All-
American, and received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the university in Mass Communications.

When time permits, Collins enjoys fishing, horseback riding, pool, weight training, bowling and golf.
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Dan Crawford #43

NBA Experience: 26 seasons
Currently in his 27th NBA season
Born: November 23, 1953 (Chicago)
Resides: Naperville, Ill.

HS: Cregier (Chicago)

College: Northeastern (lll.) '76

Entering his 27" NBA season, Dan Crawford has officiated 1,770 regu-
lar season and 256 playoff games, including 25 NBA Finals games.
During his NBA tenure, Crawford has officiated the 1994 and 2001 NBA All-Star Games, and the 1992
Japan Games in Yokohama.

Prior to joining the NBA, Crawford spent four years officiating in the CBA. He has eight years of colle-
giate officiating experience in the Chicagoland Collegiate Athletic Conferences and officiated the 1983
and 1984 National Junior College Nationals.

Crawford has been honored for his achievements in the Northeastern (lll.) Wall of Fame. Crawford
was a member of the Northeastern University basketball team.

Crawford has a degree in Physical Education from Northeastern.
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Joe Crawford #17

NBA Experience: 34 seasons
Currently in his 35th NBA season
Born: August 30, 1951 (Philadelphia)
Resides: Newton Square, Pa.

HS: Cardinal O’Hara (Springfield, Pa.)
College: Neumann College ‘08

Over more than three decades in the NBA, Joe Crawford has officiated
2,402 regular season and 278 playoff games, including 46 NBA Finals
games. Crawford’s 278 playoff and 46 NBA Finals games are the most among active NBA officials.
Over his career, Crawford has officiated the 1986, 1992 and 2000 NBA All-Star Games, as well as the
1993 McDonald’s Championship in Munich, Germany.

Prior to joining the NBA, Crawford officiated in the Eastern League (CBA) from 1974-76. He gradu-
ated from Cardinal O’Hara High School in Springfield, Pa. and is a member of the Cardinal O’Hara
High School Hall of Fame. In 2008 Joe earned a degree in Liberal studies from Neumann College.

Officiating can be considered a Crawford “family affair,” as his brother is veteran Major League Base-
ball umpire Jerry Crawford, and his father is retired Major League Baseball umpire Shag Crawford.

Crawford is also very active in his hometown community of Philadelphia.
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Kevin Cutler #34

NBA Experience: One season
Currently in his second NBA season
Born: August 8, 1968 (Los Angeles)

Resides: Lakewood, Calif.
HS: Ganesha HS (Pomona, Calif.)
College: Cal State Long Beach

Kevin Cutler is entering his second NBA season after having officiated
63 games in his first season.

Cutler owns six years of collegiate officiating experience, including the 2009 N.I.T. Tournament and the
2010 NCAA Tournament. Additionally, Cutler worked two NBA D-League Finals as well as the 2008 NBA
D-League All-Star Game.

In his free time, Cutler enjoys golfing, reading and spending time with family.
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Eric Dalen #75

NBA Experience: Three seasons
Currently in his fourth NBA season
Born: July 12, 1972 (Minnetonka, Minn.)
Resides: Cincinnati, OH

HS: Minnetonka, Minn.

College: University of Minnesota

Eric Dalen officiated 172 regular season games in his first three NBA
seasons. Prior to the NBA, Dalen worked for five seasons in the NBA Development League and offi-
ciated the 2008 D-League All Star Game and the Finals. He also officiated for three years in the
Southeastern Conference.

Dalen was a two-year letter winner at the University of Minnesota where he played tight end for the
football team.
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Marc Davis #8

NBA Experience: 13 seasons
Currently in his 14th NBA season
Born: December 13, 1967 (Chicago)
Resides: Chicago

HS: St. Ignatius Prep. (Chicago)
College: U.S. Naval Academy

Marc Davis, an avid outdoorsman, has been an NBA official for the past
14 seasons, working 802 regular season games and 35 playoff games, and the 2007 NBA All-Star
Game. Dauvis officited his first two Finals games during the 2010-11 season.

In addition to his NBA experience, Davis has three years of CBA officiating experience, and three
years of collegiate basketball officiating experience in the OVC and TAAC Junior Colleges. In 2000,
Davis was the recipient of the Honorary Nate Humphries Award, an honor given by the Chicago Pub-
lic League Coaches Association in recognition of enshrinement by an official into the Chicago Public
League Hall of Fame.

Davis is active in the Chicago community where he grew up.
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Kevin Fehr #7

Currently in his 17th NBA season
Born: July 1, 1958 (Cincinnati)
Resides: Birmingham, Ala.

HS: Princeton (Cincinnati)
College: Alabama-Birmingham 81

Before becoming an official, Kevin Fehr’s athletic ability landed him in
the St. Louis Cardinals’ organization in 1981 and 1982. After his base-
ball career ended he took up officiating and is now in his 17th NBA season with 949 regular season
games of experience. Fehr was also a member of the crews that officiated 2003 NBA All-Star Satur-
day and the 1999 Mexico Challenge.

Fehr spent five years officiating in the CBA and also has seven years of collegiate officiating experi-
ence, including games in the Southeastern, Sun Valley and Ohio Valley Conferences. He officiated

the SEC and OVC Tournaments. Fehr has high school officiating experience in Alabama, where he

worked the State Tournament in 1988 and 19809.

Fehr honed his baseball skills at the University of Alabama-Birmingham, where he was the team’s
captain, and he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary Education. Later, Fehr went-
back to UAB to earn a Masters degree in Elementary Education with a concentration in high school
math.
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Kane Fitzgerald #35

NBA Experience: Two NBA seasons

Currently in his third NBA season

Born: February 15, 1981 (Dover, N.J.)

Resides: Jersey City, N.J.

HS:Sparta H.S. (Sparta, N.J.)

College: Centenary College, Hackettstown, NJ ‘04

Fitzgerald has officiated 123 games in his two seasons as an NBA
official. Fitzgerald started refereeing at the age of 18 at the high
school level in New Jersey.

He also refereed NCAA Division | basketball in the Ohio Valley, Atlantic Sun and Big South Confer-

ences for two years (2004 - 2006). He has professional experience in the D-League for four years
(2005-2009) and the WNBA for two years (2008 and 2009).
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Brian Forte #45

NBA Experience: Four seasons
Currently in his fifth NBA season
Born: August 18, 1975 (Fairfax, Va.)
Resides: Smyrna, Ga.

HS: Westminster (Atlanta, Ga.)
College: Furman University ‘99

Brian Forte, who is the son of retired NBA referee Joe Forte, has offici-
ated 227 regular season games in four NBA seasons. He worked for
six seasons in the NBA Development League, officiating 126 games. computer programmer before
joining the NBA. He also officiated in several college conferences, including the Southeastern and
the Southern Conferences.

Forte received a Bachelors degree in Computing/Business from Furman University and worked as a

computer programmer before joining the NBA. He also officiated in several college conferences, in-
cluding the Southeastern and the Southern Conferences.
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Scott Foster #48

NBA Experience: 17 seasons
Currently in his 18th NBA season
Born: April 8, 1967 (Silver Spring, Md.)
Resides: Woodbine, Md.

HS: Magruder (Rockville, Md.)
College: Maryland '93

A veteran official of 17 NBA seasons, Scott Foster has worked 1,074

regular season and 80 playoff games, including seven Finals games during his career. He was a
member of the crew that officiated the 1996 Europe Tour in Berlin, Germany and Seville, Spain. In ad-
dition to his NBA experience, Foster has two years of CBA officiating experience, two years of colle-
giate officiating experience in the Southern and Big South conferences and six years of high school
officiating experience in Maryland.

When he is not working, Foster enjoys giving back to the community.
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Pat Fraher #26

NBA Experience: 10 seasons

Currently in his 11th NBA season

Born: January 13, 1974 (St. Paul, Minn.)
Resides: Eagan, Minn.

HS: Hastings High School (Hastings, Minn.)
College: Minnesota '97

Pat Fraher has officiated 614 regular season NBA games and nine
Playoff games entering this season. Prior to joining the NBA, Fraher officiated for seven years in the
CBA, where he worked the CBA Finals and All-Star game. In addition, Fraher spent four years with
the WNBA, where he officiated playoff games in both the WNBA Eastern and Western Conference Fi-
nals.

Fraher also has two years collegiate officiating experience with the NSIC and 10 years experience as
a high school official in his home state of Minnesota. He attended the University of Minnesota where
he was awarded the Evans Scholarship and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechan-
ical Engineering. While at Hastings High School, Fraher was a member of the football, basketball and
golf teams.
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Ron Garretson #10

NBA Experience: 24 seasons
Currently in his 25th NBA season
Born: July 1, 1958 (Long Beach, Calif.)
Resides: Gilbert, Ariz.

HS: Servite (Anaheim, Calif.)

College: Golden West Junior College

Ron Garretson, the son of former NBA official Darell Garretson (1967-

94), has officiated 1,605 regular season and 182 playoff games, including 11 NBA Finals games, over
his 24 seasons in the NBA. In addition, Garretson has two years of CBA officiating experience and
two years of high school officiating experience in Arizona.

Garretson earned his Associate of Arts degree from Golden West Junior College. He played football
and basketball at Servite High School in Anaheim, Calif. and was recognized for his athletic achieve-
ments in 2000 when he was inducted into Servite High School’s Athletic Hall of Fame.

He currently resides in Gilbert, Ariz. where he enjoys spending his free time coaching youth sports
and playing golf.
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John Goble #30

NBA Experience: Four seasons

Currently in his fifth NBA season

Born: November 25, 1978 (Miami, Fla.)
Resides: Miami, Fla.

HS: Miami Senior

College: Florida International University ‘01

John Goble enters his fourth season having officiated 259 regular sea-
son games and seven playoff games. He also officiated the 2010 NBA All-Star Rookie/Sophmore
game. Prior to working in the NBA, Goble officiated 104 games over four seasons in the NBA Devel-
opment League and was selected to officiate the 2007 D-League Finals. He also officiated in several
college conferences, including the Southeastern Conference, where he was a tournament official in
2006 and 2007 and the Sunshine State Conferences.

Goble received a Bachelors degree in Physical Education from Florida International University, and
worked as an account executive and a teacher before joining the NBA.
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David Guthrie #16

NBA Experience: Six seasons

Currently in his seventh NBA season

Born: May 21, 1974 (Athens, Ga.)

Resides: Charlotte, N.C.

HS: W.A. Berry High School (Birmingham, Ala.)
College: North Carolina State 99

David Guthrie enters his seventh season after officiating 358 regu-

lar season games. Guthrie officiated his first two playoff games

during the 2010-11 NBA season. Prior to joining the NBA, Guthrie

was an official in the CBA, NBA Development League and the New York City Pro Am. He participated
in the D-League playoffs in 2003, 2004 and 2005 and the D-League championship games in 2004
and 2005. He officiated at the collegiate level in the ACC, SEC, Colonial, Southern, OVC, ASUN, Big
South and SWAC conferences and participated in the 2003 and 2004 NCAA tournaments.

Outside of his life in basketball, Guthrie was a member of the Cincinnati Reds organization playing
professionally with the team in Princeton, WV, Billings, MT, Charleston, WV and Chattanooga, TN.
He attended both Southern Union Community College in Wadley, AL. and North Carolina State Uni-
versity on baseball scholarships.

He played in the Cape Cod Wooden Bat College Summer League for the Falmouth Commodores in
1994 and played baseball and basketball at W.A. Berry High School in Birmingham, AL.

Off the court, Guthrie enjoys spending time with his wife and son along with playing golf in his new
hometown of Charlotte, NC.
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David Jones #36

NBA Experience: 22 seasons

Currently in his 23rd NBA season

Born: December 11, 1954 (Ft. Worth, Texas)
Resides: Gainesville, Fla.

HS: Oak Ridge (Orlando, Fla.)

College: University of Florida

David Jones has officiated 1,335 regular season games and 40 play-
off games throughout his 22 seasons as an NBA official. In addition,
Jones officiated both the men’s and women’s 2000 Olympic Bronze

Medal Games.

Jones has eight years of collegiate officiating experience in the Southeastern, Trans-American Ath-
letic, Metro and Sunshine State Conferences.

Jones enjoys working with the community by volunteering with the Boys & Girls Club of Alachua
County in Florida and with the American Heart Association.
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Bill Kennedy #55

NBA Experience: 13 seasons

Currently in his 14th NBA season

Born: November 10, 1966 (Phoenix, Ariz.)
Resides: Phoenix, Ariz.

HS: St. Mary’s (Phoenix, Ariz.)

College: Arizona State University

Bill Kennedy’s 13 seasons of NBA officiating experience include 814
regular season and 42 playoff games including three Finals games. In
addition to his NBA experience, Kennedy has five years officiating experience in the CBA, including
working the 1996 and 1997 CBA Finals. He also officiated two games in the WNBA Finals in 1998,
and has 15 years of high school officiating experience in Arizona.

The Arizona native attended Arizona State University after graduating from St. Mary’s High School in
Phoenix. While a student at St. Mary’s he was named Knight of the Year in 1984 for his athletic
achievements.

Kennedy’s charitable efforts include working with former NBA official Tommy Nufiez’s tournament
“The National Hispanic Basketball Classic,” to help raise money for inner-city kids. He also works with
the Boys & Girls Club of Phoenix. He was named “Youth of the Year” twice by of the Boys & Girls
Club of Phoenix and is now a lifetime member.

42



Courtney Kirkland #61

NBA Experience: 11 seasons
Currently in his 12th NBA season
Born: Oct. 22, 1974 (Flint, Mich.)
Resides: Atlanta

HS: Flint Northwestern (Flint, Mich.)
College: Southern University '99

Over the past 11 seasons, Courtney Kirkland has officiated 675 regular
season games and 10 playoff games. He also officiated two seasons in
the WNBA, including the 2000 WNBA Championship and the 1999 Conference Finals.

Prior to joining the NBA, Kirkland also worked three seasons in the CBA where he officiated the 1999
and 2000 CBA Finals as well as the 2000 CBA All-Star Game. He was a high school official for four
years as a member of the Baton Rouge (La.) Basketball Officials Association, and was named Rookie
Official of the Year in 1994.

Kirkland earned a degree in Computer Science from Southern University. He was a member of the
Northwestern High School basketball team that made it to the state semifinals in 1991 and 1992. Kirk-
land received the school’s Academic award, and led the team in assists, and free throw and three-
point shooting percentage.

Off the court, Kirkland created the Kennedy Leigh Kirkland Memorial Scholarship Fund in 2005 in
memory of his daughter, who passed away at the young age of 6 weeks. The Scholarship Fund was
created to provide educational assistance to siblings of children who have passed away.

Away from basketball, Kirkland enjoys golf, physical fithess, studying basketball film and reading with
his children.
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Marat Kogut #68

NBA Experience: Two seasons

Currently in his third season

Born: August 5, 1979 (Kiev, Ukraine)

Resides: Brooklyn, N.Y.

HS: FDR High School (Brooklyn, N.Y.)

College: St. John’s University (Jamaica, N.Y.) ‘08

Marat Kogut enters his third year as an NBA Referee having officiated

118 games. Kogut immigrated to the United States with his family 7

days after he was born. Raised in Brooklyn, NY, he started officiating at

the age of 16 at local recreational youth leagues. His professional experience includes 3 years in the
WNBA, as well as 4 years in the NBA Development League, where he officiated over 180 games, in-
cluding the Finals in his last two seasons and the 2009 D-League All-Star Game in Phoenix, Ariz.

Prior to joining the NBA officiating staff, Kogut worked in several Men's NCAA mid-major Division | con-
ferences, including the Ohio Valley Conference, Atlantic Sun, and Big South Conference, as well as 4
years in New York metro area High School basketball. Also, he spent two years in Atlanta working for
the Supervisor of Officials of the Southeastern Conference.

Kogut was the Head Men's Basketball Manager for the St. John's Redstorm. Aside from being an am-

ateur magician, Marat enjoys playing the piano, volleyball, golf and volunteering for the Breast Cancer
Research Foundation in New York City.
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Karl Lane #77

NBA Experience: Currently in his first NBA season
Born: February 26, 1975 (Little Rock, AR)
Resides: Little Rock, AR

HS: Lombard, Il

College: Philander Smith College, Little Rock, AR
Degree/Maijor: Physical Education

Karl Lane is one of four new officials for the 2011-12 NBA season.
Lanes’ experience includes four seasons and 167 games officiated
in the D-League. He also has four seasons of NBA preseason game
experience and has worked in NBA summer camps for six years.

In addition to his professional experience, Lane officiated collegiate games for nine years in the
SWAC and Gulf South Conference and has nine years of high school officiating experience.

Lane worked for the Pulaski County Special School District in Little Rock, AR as an In-School Sus-
pension Teacher for 2 years.
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Eric Lewis #42

NBA Experience: Seven seasons

Currentley in his eighth NBA season

Born: May 20, 1971 (Daytona Beach, Fla.)
Resides: Daytona Beach, Fla.

HS: Mainland High School (Daytona Beach, Fla.)
College: Bethune Cookman College

After three seasons in the NBA Development League, where he

worked the 2004 D-League Finals and the 2003 and 2004 Playoffs,
Lewis has spent the last seven seasons in the NBA, officiating 427 regular season games and six-
playoff games. Lewis spent two years working in the USBL, officiating the Finals in 2002 and 2004.

He tallied eight years in the college ranks, participating in the Atlantic Sun, Ohio Valley, Sunshine
State, Florida Sun and Mid-Florida conferences.

Lewis officiated in Florida high schools for six years. As a student, he was a member of the basketball
team in both high school and college. In the offseason, Lewis works with troubled teens.
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Mark Lindsay #29

NBA Experience: Four seasons
Currently in his fifth NBA season

Born: August 21, 1977 (Drexel Hill, Pa.)
Resides: Frazer, Pa.

HS: Malvern Prep (Malvern, Pa.)
College: Westchester University ‘99

Mark Lindsay has officiated 232 games in his four NBA seasons. Prior
to working in the NBA, he worked for five seasons in the NBA Develop-
ment League, officiating 116 games.

Lindsay received a Bachelors degree in Elementary Education from Westchester University and
worked as a real estate sales agent and a teacher before joining the NBA. He also officiated in sev-
eral college conferences, including the Big South and the Ohio Valley Conferences, and officiated for
five years for local Pennsylvania high schools.

Away from basketball he likes to spend time with family and friends, reading, working out, doing
Bikram yoga and teaching refereeing at summer camps and clinics.
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Tre Maddox #73

NBA Experience: Currently in his first NBA season
Born: October 7, 1967 (Great Lakes, IL)

Resides: Las Vegas, NV

HS: Kansas City, KS

College: Dakota state University, Madison, SD
Degree/Major: Business

Tre Maddox is one of four new officials for the 2011-12 NBA season.
Maddox’s experience includes four seasons and 158 games offici-
ated in the D-League. He also has five seasons of NBA preseason
game experienece and worked in NBA summer camps for five years.

In addition to his professional experience, Maddox officiated collegiate games for six years in the PAC
10, WCC and Pac West Conferences and eight years of high school officiating experience.
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Ed Malloy #14

NBA Experience: Nine seasons
Currently in his 10th NBA season
Born: March 17, 1971 (Media, Pa.)
Resides: Aston, Pa.

HS: Cardinal O’Hara (Springfield, Pa.)
College: Philadelphia University '93

Malloy has officiated 577 regular season NBA games and 22 playoff
games over the past nine seasons. He officiated his first two Finals
games during the 2010-11 season. Prior to joining the NBA, Malloy officiated for one season in the
NBA D-League, three seasons in the CBA and three seasons in the WNBA. He worked the 2002 D-
League Finals and the 2001 CBA Finals.

Malloy attended St. Joseph’s University before transferring to Philadelphia University, where he was a
member of the basketball team and named the ECAC Player of the Year in 1993, and went on to earn
a degree in Marketing. While in high school at Cardinal O’Hara, he was named the 1989 Most Out-
standing Player in Philadelphia for his achievements on the basketball court.

49



Ken Mauer #41

NBA Experience: 25 seasons
Currently in his 26th NBA season
Born: April 23, 1955 (St. Paul, Minn.)
Resides: Fort Myers, Fla.

HS: Harding (St. Paul, Minn.)
College: University of Minnesota '77

Veteran NBA official Ken Mauer has officiated 1,497 regular season,

119 playoff, and nine Finals games, during his 25-season career. He

was also a member of the crew that officiated the 1993 Europe Tour in London and the 2005 Denver
All-Star game. Mauer’s resume includes six years of CBA officiating experience, nine years of colle-
giate officiating experience and 12 years of high school officiating experience in Minnesota.

After spending most of his life in Minnesota, Mauer has settled in Ft. Myers, Fla. where he can still watch
his cousin, Joe Mauer, with the Twins in spring training. Mauer was a three sport athlete in college at
Minnesota where in 1977 he recieved All Big 10 baseball honors. In addition, Mauer regularly supports
the Salvation Army, as well as other organizations. He is often a guest speaker at basketball camps
and clinics, church groups, Salvation Army kid’s groups and officiating groups.
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Monty McCutchen #13

NBA Experience: 18 seasons

Currently in his 19th NBA season

Born: February 14, 1966 (San Angelo, Texas)
Resides: Asheville, N.C.

HS: Dublin (Dublin, Texas)

College: Texas at Arlington 88

Monty McCutchen has officiated 1,085 regular season, 80 playoff, and

four Finals games. He worked the 2007 NBA All-Star Game in Las
Vegas and was a member of the crew that officiated the 1996 and 1997 Mexico Challenges, as well
as the 1998 Schick Rookie Game.

Prior to joining the NBA, McCutchen spent four seasons in the CBA, where he worked the All Star
game his second year and the playoffs all four years. He also officiated the CBA Finals the last three
years he was with the league.

McCutchen graduated Cum Laude with a degree in English Literature and Speech Communication
from the University of Texas at Arlington.

McCutchen is an avid outdoorsman who enjoys backcountry hiking, canoeing, camping and land-
scape photography.
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Rodney Mott #71

NBA Experience: 14 seasons

Currently in his 15th NBA season

Born: September 3, 1957 (New Albany, Ind.)
Resides: Las Vegas, Nev.

HS: Bishop Turner (Buffalo, N.Y.)

College: San Diego State '86

i
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Rodney Mott has officiated 870 regular season games and seven play-

off games during his 14-season NBA career. Prior to joining the NBA officiating staff, Mott spent four
years officiating in the CBA, eight years officiating in the Los Angeles Pro Am basketball league, three
years officiating at the junior college level, and four years officiating high school in San Diego.

52



Tommy Nunez, Jr. #28

NBA Experience: Seven seasons
Currently in his eighth NBA season
Born: September 7, 1959 (Phoenix)
Resides: Chandler, Ariz.

HS: St. Mary’s High School (Phoenix)
College: Grand Canyon University ‘83

Nunez joined the NBA officiating staff eight years ago and has offici-
ated 392 regular season NBA games. Prior to joining the NBA, Nunez
worked the high school ranks in Arizona from 1980-1990, then officiated collegiately in the Pac-10,
West Coast and Big Sky Conferences from 1988-2004, also working the NCAA Tournament from
2002-04. In addition, he officiated in the WNBA (2001-04), NBA Development League (2001-03) and
the Continental Basketball Association (1999-01).
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J.T. Orr #72

NBA Experience: Currently in his first NBA season
Born: October 20, 1973 (Pomona, CA)

Resides: LaVerne, CA

HS: LaVerne, CA and Glendara, CA

College: Mt. San Antonio College, Walnut, CA
Degree/Major: Social & Behavioral Sciences

J.T. Orr is one of four new officials for the 2011-12 NBA season. Orr’s experience includes five sea-

sons and 177 games officiated in the D-League. He also has four seasons of NBA preseason expe-
rience and worked in NBA summer camps for nine years.

In addition to his professional experience, Orr officiated collegiate games for 11 years in the PAC 10,

West Coast and Multiple Small College Conferences and has 15 years of high school officiating expe-
rience.
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Violet Palmer #12

NBA Experience: 14 seasons
Currently in her 15th NBA season
Born: July 20, 1964 (Lynwood, Calif.)
Resides: Los Angeles

HS: Compton (Compton, Calif.)
College: Cal. Poly Pomona 87

Violet Palmer, one of the first two female officials in the NBA, has offi-
ciated 757 regular season games and has appeared in eight playoff
games over the past 14 seasons.

Before joining the NBA, Palmer officiated in the WNBA during the league’s inaugural season, includ-
ing the 1997 WNBA Championship. She has two years of CBA officiating experience and nine years
of collegiate officiating experience, including women’s games in the Pac-10, Western Athletic, West
Coast, Big Sky, and Big West Conferences, as well as five NCAA Final Fours and two NCAA Champi-
onship games.

Before becoming an official, Palmer was a successful basketball player both at the collegiate and
high school levels. She was a four-year letter winner at Cal. Poly Pomona, where her team won the
NCAA Division Il Finals in 1985 and 1986. In addition, she was on the basketball team at Compton
High School. Palmer also acts as a coordinator for both the West Coast Conference and the Pac-10
Conference.

Off the court, Palmer is on the Board of Directors for the National Association of Sports Officials. She
also is involved with the City of Los Angeles Youth Referee Clinic in her hometown of Los Angeles.
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Jason Phillips #23

NBA Experience: 11 seasons

Currently in his 12th NBA season

Born: April 10, 1970 (Weatherford, Texas)
Resides: Lipan, Texas

HS: Cisco (Cisco, Texas)

College: Tarleton State University '93

Jason Phillips has officiated 716 regular season games and 19 playoff

games since joining the NBA officiating staff 12 seasons ago. He of-

ficited his first two Finals games during the 2010-11 season. In addition, Phillips has six seasons of
experience officiating in the CBA, working the 1999 CBA Finals. He also officiated three seasons in
the WNBA, working the 1999 WNBA Finals. Phillips spent five years officiating at the high school level
in his home state of Texas.

Phillips earned a Bachelor of Business Administration degree at Tarleton State. In addition, he played
varsity basketball, golf and baseball while at Cisco High School in Texas.

Phillips and his wife, Lewana Hensarling, have three sons and reside in Lipan, Texas, where he en-
joys spending his time coaching his sons’ sports teams and playing golf.
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Olandis Poole, Jr. #50

NBA Experience: Seven seasons

Currently in his eighth NBA season

Born: December 24, 1967 (Surry, Va.)
Resides: Yorktown, Va.

HS: Surry County High School (Dendron, Va.)
College: Newport News Apprentice School '90

After three seasons in the NBA Development League, where he
worked the postseason each year, Poole joined the NBA officiating
staff eight years ago and has officiated 421 games. Poole spent 12 years in the college ranks in the
Southeastern Conference, Big East, Atlantic 10, Conference USA, Big 12, Southern Conference,
Ohio Valley Conference, and Atlantic Sun Conference. He officiated the NCAA Tournament from
1996 through 2004, including the 2004 NCAA Final Four.

While attending Newport News Apprentice School, he received Basketball MVP honors three out of
four years.
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Derek Richardson #63

NBA Experience: 14 seasons

Currently in his 15th NBA season

Born: February 3, 1962 (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
Resides: Los Angeles

HS: R.B. Stall (Charleston, S.C.)

College: Los Angeles Dominguez Hills '91

Derek Richardson has officiated 860 regular season games and one
playoff game, as well as the 2003 NBA Rookie Game in Atlanta, during
his 14 seasons as an NBA official. Prior to joining the NBA, Richardson spent eight years officiating in
the CBA, including the 1996 CBA All-Star game and two games of the 1996 CBA Finals.

Richardson played basketball at Los Angeles Southwest College and earned an Associate of Arts de-
gree in Criminal Justice. He went on to earn a degree in Administration of Justice from Los Angeles
Dominguez Hills.

Richardson has volunteered with the South Central Los Angeles YMCA, assisting with youth basket-
ball programs.
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Leroy Richardson #20

NBA Experience: 16 seasons

Currently in his 17th NBA season

Born: August 21, 1964 (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
Resides: Suffolk, Va.

HS: Westinghouse V & T (Brooklyn, N.Y.)

Leroy Richardson served his country for 12 years in the United States

Navy (May 1982 — January 1994), and was the 1991 and 1992 Tactra-
grulant sailor of the year in Dam Neck, Va. He was also awarded the
Navy Achievement Medal and two Good Conduct Medals. Richardson was an enlisted surface war-
fare specialist and underwater sea surveillance specialist, was deployed to the Mediterranean from
August 1988 through February 1989 and was stationed in Keflavik, Iceland from April 1986 through
May 1987.

After leaving the Navy, Richardson decided to pursue officiating full time. Since joining the NBA staff,
he has officiated 961 regular season games and eight playoff games over the past 16 seasons, and
was a member of the crew that officiated the 2000 Schick Rookie Game, 2000 NBA All-Star Saturday
and the 2003 Japan Games.

Richardson has three years of CBA officiating experience as well as 10 years of Pro-Am officiating ex-
perience including the 1992 Pro Am Nationals. He also has three years of collegiate officiating experi-
ence in the Big East, Southeastern and Ohio Valley Conferences. Richardson spent eight years
officiating in Virginia high schools, where he worked the VHSL State Tournament.

Richardson has been involved with the Tidewater Detention and various local public and private

schools and organizations. An avid sports fan, Richardson enjoys watching car racing, basketball,
football and baseball.
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Eli Roe #44

NBA Experience: Six seasons

Currently in his seventh NBA season

Born: March 18, 1974 (Anderson, Ind.)

Resides: Orlando, Fla.

HS: Highland (Anderson, Ind.)

College: Troy State University ‘96, Master Degree (math) ‘98

Eli Roe has officiated 345 regular season games during his first six

NBA seasons. Prior to joining the NBA staff, Roe officiated in the CBA,

NBA Development League and WNBA. He officiated in the NBA D-League Finals for two years, the
D-League playoffs for four years and the WNBA Playoffs for two years.

On the collegiate level, Roe refereed in the SEC, ASUN and OVC conferences and numerous Divi-
sion Il and Ill, NAIA and Juco league games. He also worked in four Division | post-season confer-

ence tournaments.

Off the court, Roe enjoys playing golf, exercising and spending time with his son.
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Eddie F. Rush #32

NBA Experience: 24 seasons

Currently in his 25th NBA season

Born: September 19, 1961 (Columbus, Ga.)
Resides: McDonough, Ga.

HS: W.H. Spencer (Columbus, Ga.)
College: Georgia State '83

In addition to being a member of the NBA officiating staff for the past
24 seasons, Eddie F. Rush has also been a FIBA official for 12 years.
While with the NBA, he has officiated 1,508 regular season and 166 playoff games, including 11 NBA
Finals games. Rush was also a member of the crew that officiated the 1994 Japan Games in Yoko-
hama, and the 2000 and 2008 NBA All-Star Games. He also officiated in the 2008 Olympic Games in
Beijing.

Rush has four years officiating experience in the CBA, where he worked playoff and finals games.
Prior to that, he spent four years officiating at the collegiate level, working in both the Mid-Eastern
Athletic and Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conferences. Rush also has four years of high school
officiating experience in Georgia.

Rush holds a B.B.A. in Marketing from Georgia State University, where he played basketball for two
seasons. Rush transferred to Georgia State from Florida A&M where he was a member of the track
team and the 1980 MEAC Mile Relay Champions, and was named Most Promising Athlete. He also
was a member of both the track and basketball teams at W.H. Spencer High School in Georgia,
where he was the basketball Regional Tournament MVP and the Offensive Player of the Year.
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Bennett Salvatore #15

NBA Experience: 29 seasons

Currently in his 30th NBA season

Born: January 9, 1950 (Stamford, Conn.)
Resides: Stamford, Conn.

HS: Stamford Catholic (Stamford, Conn.)
College: C.W. Post (Long Island, NY)

L |
Bennett Salvatore has been an official in the NBA for the past 29 sea- A b [1 ~
sons, and has worked 1,684 regular season and 203 playoff games in-
cluding 25 NBA Finals games. The veteran official has also worked the 1993 and 2002 NBA All-Star
Games, the 1993 McDonald’s Championship in Munich, Germany, as well as the 1997 Mexico Chal-
lenge. Prior to joining the NBA, Salvatore spent two years officiating in the CBA, and also has 10
years high school officiating experience.

Salvatore played basketball while attending C.W. Post. He also played high school baseball and foot-
ball, earning All-County honors in 1967 and 1968 as a pitcher as well as All-American and All-State
quarterback in 1967. He also played three years of basketball for Stamford Catholic High School.

Salvatore has been involved in the community since early in his career. He is currently involved with
the Mickey Lione Foundation, and he is a motivational speaker for many organizations.

Salvatore’s father-in-law is the former New York Giant Hall of Famer Andy Robustelli. He is a sports
enthusiast who especially enjoys playing golf when he has the free time.
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Michael Smith #38

NBA Experience: 18 seasons

Currently in his 19th NBA season

Born: February, 5 1955 (Memphis, Tenn.)
Resides: Memphis, Tenn.

HS: South Side (Memphis, Tenn.)

A winner of the Vanguard Club Achievement Award in recognition of

outstanding accomplishments in the field of sports, NBA veteran offi-
cial Michael Smith has officiated 1,078 regular season and 28 playoff
games, as well as the 1997 Schick Rookie Game, the 2000 Mexico Challenge and the 2003 NBA Eu-
rope Games.

In addition to his 17 seasons of NBA officiating experience, Smith has five years of CBA officiating ex-
perience and eight years of collegiate officiating experience in the Big Ten, SEC and Conference
USA. Smith also has 10 years of high school officiating experience, and was a member of the crew
that officiated the 1990 McDonald’s High School All-America Game.

Smith’s athletic experience includes playing basketball and baseball at South Side High School in
Memphis, Tenn.
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Bill Spooner #22

NBA Experience: 22 seasons

Currently in his 23rd NBA season

Born: February 23, 1957 (El Paso, Texas)
Resides: Oak Park, Calif.

HS: Taft (Woodland Hills, Calif.)

College: San Diego St.

Over the past 22 seasons, veteran official Bill Spooner has worked
1,234 regular season games, and 79 NBA playoff games. He officiated
his first two Finals games during the 2010-11 season.

In addition to his NBA experience, Spooner has seven years of collegiate officiating experience in the
Pac-10, Big West and West Coast Conferences. He also has eight years of high school officiating ex-
perience in his home state of California.

He played football at Taft High School in Woodland Hills, Calif.

Spooner has volunteered with the Mathis Foundation for Kids. His interests include playing golf and
cooking.
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Derrick Stafford #9

NBA Experience: 23 seasons
Currently in his 24th NBA season
Born: November 29, 1956 (Atlanta)
Resides: Fayetteville, Ga.

HS: Northside (Atlanta)

College: Morehouse College '78

Over his 23 NBA seasons, Derrick Stafford has worked 1,402 regular
season, 99 playoff, and five Finals games. He was a member of the
crew that officiated the 1997 McDonald’s Championship in Paris, the Legends All-Star Game in Or-
lando and the 2002 NBA All-Star Game. The 22-year NBA officiating veteran has also served twice on
the Executive Board of the National Basketball Referee Association.

Stafford has six years of CBA officiating experience, and he officiated Pro-Am basketball for six years.
He also has seven years of collegiate officiating and 10 years of high school officiating experience in
Georgia.

While in college he played football and baseball for four years at Morehouse. Stafford made all con-
ference for 3 years in baseball and for 2 years in football. He was co-most valuable player in baseball
with NFL referee Jerome Boger in 1976.

Stafford is the founder and president of his own foundation, “Don’t Foul Out, Inc.”, and is a baseball
coach of the Big Stix (14 and under).
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Josh Tiven #58

NBA Experience: One season
Currently in his second NBA season
Born: March 12, 1978 (Norwich, Conn.)
Resides: Waterford, Conn.

HS: Ledyard HS (Ledyard, Conn.)

Joshua Tiven is entering his second NBA season after having offici-
ated 61 games in his first season. He officiated six NBA regular sea-
son games in 2009-10 as a non-staff official.

Tiven has seven years of NCAA officiating experiencing, as well as two years of WNBA officiating ex-
perience and two seasons of WNBA Playoff experience. He also has worked three NBA D-League Fi-
nals, as well as the 2007-08 NBA D-League All-Star Game.

Tiven, a native of Norwich, Conn. is married with two daughters. He enjoys golfing and spending time
with his family.
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Scott Twardoski #52

NBA Experience: Currently in his first NBA season

Born: March 3, 1973 (Enumelaw, WA)

Resides: Phoenix, AZ

HS: Cowiche, WA

College: Linfield, McMinnville, OR and City U, Renton, WA
Degree/Maijor: English and Educational Technology

Scott Twardowski is one of four new officials for the 2011-12 NBA sea-

son. Twardowski’s experience includes six seasons and 206 games
officiated in the D-League. He also has four seasons of NBA presea-
son game experience and worked in NBA summer camps for eight years. He also has seven sea-
sons of WNBA experience.

In addition to his professional experience, Twardoski officiated collegiate games for 12 years in the
Pac 10, Big 12, Big Sky and West Coast Conferences and has 10 years of high school officiating ex-
perience.

Twardowski worked as a teacher for five years in the16th School District, Covington, AZ and as a
speaker at Living for Learning in Meadow Vista, CA for five years.
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Scott Wall #31

NBA Experience: 16 seasons

Currently in his 17th NBA season

Born: September 11, 1966 (Jacksonville, 1lI.)
Resides: Merritt Island, Fla.

HS: Shawnee Mission NW (Shawnee, Kan.)
College: Emporia State University

The son of former USA Basketball Director Bill Wall, Scott Wall has of-

ficiated 908 regular season games and five playoff games over his past

16 NBA seasons. In addition to his NBA experience, Wall has four years of officiating experience for
USA Basketball, four years of collegiate officiating experience in the Atlantic Coast, Ohio Valley, and
Trans America Athletic Conferences, and five years of high school officiating experience in Kansas
and Alabama.

Wall enjoys spending his spare time volunteering at the Alachua County Boys & Girls Club in

Gainesville, Fla. He also works with WUFT and Classic 89 (public television and radio stations) in
Gainesville, Fla. on various fundraisers.
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Tom Washington #49

NBA Experience: 20 seasons

Currently in his 21st NBA season

Born: December 25, 1957 (Ft. Smith, Ark.)
Resides: Laverock, Pa.

HS: Central (Philadelphia)

College: Norfolk State University '78

FA Over his 20-season NBA officiating career, Tom Washington has offici-

ated 1,196 regular season games, 103 playoff games and two Finals
games. He was a member of the crew that officiated the 1995 Schick Rookie Game, the 1996 Japan
Games in Tokyo and the 2004 NBA All-Star Game.

In addition to his 20 seasons with the NBA, Washington has two years of CBA officiating experience. He
has one year collegiate officiating experience in Division Il and Ill, and five years of high school offici-
ating experience in his hometown of Philadelphia, officiating in the playoffs for both the men’s and
women’s league.

Washington is a Cum Laude graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology from Norfolk State
University.

Off the court, Washington is involved with the Sharon Baptist Church. He has previously volunteered with
the Amachi Big Brothers Program, the Children’s Choice Adoption Agency, the Mt. Zion Baptist Youth
Organization and the PGA Juniors Program.
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Greg Willard #57

NBA Experience: 23 seasons

Currently in his 24th NBA season

Born: November 5, 1958 (Pasadena, Calif.)
Resides: Huntington Beach, Calif.

HS: Edison (Huntington Beach, Calif.)
College: Long Beach State

Greg Willard has officiated 1,464 regular season, 124 playoff, and two

Finals games since joining the NBA officiating staff 23 seasons ago.

Prior to joining the NBA, Willard spent four years officiating in the CBA and has four years of colle-
giate officiating experience in the PCAA and Pac-10 Conferences.

Willard attended Long Beach State University. He also attended Orange Coast College, earning his
Associate of Arts degree.

Willard is currently involved with the Musical Youth Artist Repertory Theatre and the Orange County

Football Officials Association. A married father of three, Willard is active in coaching local youth
sports leagues and enjoys skiing, swimming, surfing, photography and computers.
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James Williams #60

NBA Experience: One season
Currently in his second NBA season
Born: May 23, 1979 (Memphis, Tenn.)
Resides: Atlanta

HS: LaPorte HS (LaPorte, Ind.)
College: Purdue ‘01

James Williams enters his second NBA season having officiated 61
games and officiated six NBA regular season games in 2009-10 as a
non-staff official.

Williams owns 10 years of experience in the collegiate ranks, having officiated for the NCAA from 2001-
2010. He also officiated two seasons in the WNBA, and has worked two NBA D-League Finals as well
as the 2009-10 NBA D-League All-Star Game.

A native of Memphis, Tenn., Williams now resides in Atlanta, Ga. where he is an active volunteer with
Big Brothers, Big Sisters.
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Leon Wood #40

NBA Experience: 15 seasons

Currently in his 16th NBA season

Born: March 25, 1962 (Columbia, S.C.)
Resides: Ladera Ranch, Calif.

HS: St. Monica (Santa Monica, Calif.)
College: Arizona/Cal State Fullerton ’84

Leon Wood’s connection with the NBA began as a player when he

played professionally with Philadelphia, Washington, New Jersey, San

Antonio, Atlanta and Sacramento, averaging 6.4 points, 3.2 assists and 1.2 rebounds as a guard dur-
ing his six-year NBA career.

During his 15-season NBA officiating career, he has worked 944 regular season games and 15 playoff
games. In addition to his NBA playing career, Wood was a member of the Gold Medal winning 1984
United States Olympic Basketball Team, and he won another Gold Medal in the 1983 Pan-Am
Games.

Wood has three years of CBA officiating experience and one year of collegiate officiating experience
in the Ohio Valley and Trans America Athletic Conferences. He also has one year of high school offici-
ating experience in California.

Wood played for the University of Arizona for one season before transferring to Cal State Fullerton,
where he was named All-American. The native of Santa Monica, Calif. is an inductee in the Orange
County Hall of Fame and in 1998, Wood was inducted into the Cal State Fullerton Hall of Fame.
Wood was a member of the basketball team at St. Monica High School.

Wood volunteers with Cal Swish Basketball Club. His hobbies include playing golf, weightlifting and
tennis.
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Haywoode Workman #66

NBA Experience: Three seasons
Currently in his fourth NBA season

Born: January 23, 1966 (Charlotte, N.C.)
Resides: Tampa, Fla.

HS: Myers Park (Charlotte, N.C.)
College: Oral Roberts

Haywoode Workman has officiated 166 regular season games in his
first three NBA seasons. A second round draft pick by the Atlanta
Hawks in 1989, he played professionally for eight seasons in the NBA and overseas betweeen 1989
to 2000.

He spent four seasons officiating in the NBA Development League and also officiated in the CBA be-
fore joining the NBA.

Workman joins Bernie Fryer and Leon Wood on the short list of NBA players who have made the tran-
sition to officiating.

He was inducted into the Oral Roberts University Athletics Hall of Fame in 2003.
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Sean Wright #65

NBA Experience: Six seasons
Currently in his seventh NBA season
Born: August 29, 1971 (New York, N.Y.)
Resides: Dacula, Ga.

HS: W.P. Davidson (Mobile, Ala.)
College: Spring Hill College 93

MBA at University of Mobile ‘96

Sean Wright has officiated 353 regular season and five playoff games
in his six seasons. Prior to joining the NBA, Wright was an official in the NBA Development League
where he participated in the playoffs in 2003-04 and the championship game in 2005.

Wright’s collegiate officiating experience includes working in the SEC, Colonial, Big South, Southern,
Ohio Valley, Atlantic Sun and Southwestern Athletic Conferences. He participated in the Ohio Valley
Conference championship in 2003 and the Men’s NCAA Division Il tournament in 2004.

He officiated the Eduardo Najera Foundation charity basketball game in 2006 and the Terrell Owens
Foundation charity basketball game in 2005.
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Zach Zarba #33

NBA Experience: Eight seasons

Currently in his eighth NBA season

Born: April 29, 1975 (New York)

Resides: Kew Gardens, N.Y.

HS: Midwood High School (Brooklyn, N.Y.)
College: SUNY New Paltz '97

Zach Zarba has officiated 504 regular season NBA games and 13
Playoff games during his eight-year career. Prior to joining the NBA,
Zarba officiated in the NBA Development League for two years where he was part of the crew that of-
ficiated the 2003 D-League Finals. He also spent one year officiating in the CBA and two years offici-
ating in the IBL.

Zarba has three years of collegiate officiating experience in the ACC, SEC, Colonial, ASUN, OVC and
NEC Conferences. In addition, he has three years of high school officiating experience in New York.

While at New Paltz, Zarba was a member of the basketball team and named captain his senior sea-

son. He graduated with a degree in Political Science. He currently does public and community service
work for EBC High School in Bushwick, Brooklyn.
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Gary Zielinski #59

NBA Experience: 10 seasons
Currently in his 11th NBA season
Born: August 31, 1965 (Harvey, lIl.)
Resides: Magna, Utah

HS: Kearns High (Kearns, Utah)
College: Eastern Utah '86

Gary Zielinski has officiated 616 regular season games and six Play-
off games. In addition to his 10 seasons in the NBA, Zielinski offici-
ated for seven seasons in the CBA and four in the WNBA.

Zielinski worked the CBA Finals from 1997-2000, the CBA All-Star Game in 1995 and the WNBA Fi-
nals from 1998-2001.
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Development & Training
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The NBA's officiating staff consists of 60 officials who average more than 10 years of NBA experi-
ence. The NBA Official’s Training and Development Programs cover three major areas: Develop-
ment, On-Going Education and Game Day Preparation.

Development

The NBA's Development program features a summer program where approximately 50 non-NBA offi-
cials are invited each year.

NBA Officials who have been on the staff for three years or less are also required to take part in the
summer program as well as officiate in the NBA Development League, the NBA’'s minor league.

Potential candidates and D-League officials officiate NBA Summer League games in order to gain in-
valuable professional experience. Classroom sessions with instruction and game tape breakdowns
by veteran NBA referees who act as instructors immediately following each game.

The NBA D-League serves as a great training ground for the league’s newest prospects as well as a
training ground for NBA officials to become better game managers and crew chiefs.

After a D-League official has demonstrated the ability to officiate the NBA game and completes sev-
eral NBA summer programs, the NBA may bring officials to the leagues annual preseason meeting,
where they spend an intensive week reviewing rules and rule interpretations, analyzing plays and me-
chanics and engaging in a complete overview of officiating in the NBA. They also will work NBA pre-
season and early regular season games as part of the NBA's on-going assessment of their abilities.

On-Going Education
Officials now use the latest advancements in technology to assist in their development, including lap-
tops with digital game collections and retrieval capabilities. All officials have access to a private web-

site that facilitates daily communication with the league office.

Much of their preparation is done over the Internet. The officials are sent daily plays with interpreta-
tions plus they take a weekly rules test.

The league also sends video clips to officials as necessary to cover specific development concerns a
referee may need to focus on.

Each official receives 3-4 Training Tapes over the course of the season with 40-50 plays as a review
of general play calling.
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Game Day Operations

On game day, officials meet to go over game reports, game summaries and specific cases from previ-
ous games for the teams on tap that night. They spend much of their time breaking down video and
analyzing case studies as they prepare for the matchup.

Post-game, the officials review plays in the locker room and submit their game report.

Officials are required to submit a select number of video breakdowns to the league via their private
website with comments on each call or no call.
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NBA Video Rulebook

The NBA Video Rulebook Web site (http://www.nba.com/videorulebook/) illustrates fouls and viola-
tions with real, in-game video clips to test knowledge of and learn more about NBA game rules. The
Web site currently features more than 100 videos and accompanying descriptions and will be continu-
ally updated with new video examples throughout the year.

Videos and descriptions you will find include:

Blocks and charges, including collisions between on ball defenders and offensive players, how
the rules apply to the restricted area, and legal positioning and trajectory of players.

Fouls and violations of post play, including legal defensive techniques and examples of comon
offensive and defensive fouls committed near the basket.

lllegal screen and pick techniques used by offensive players.

Flagrant Fouls (1 and 2) and explanations of why certain hard fouls are not considered
flagrant.

Traveling and dribbling violations, including moves that an offensive player with the ball is
allowed to use.

Free throw violations by the shooter, other offensive players, and defensive players.

Technical fouls that violate a respect for the game, slow the speed of the game, or exhibit poor
sportsmanship.

Instant replay and examples of appropriate use.

Miscellaneous rule violations that involve timeout requests, fouls in the act of shooting, hand
checking, fouls away from the play, inbounds fouls, and more.

Please note that the video Web site is not a substitute for the Official NBA Rulebook, which takes
precedence over any discrepancies written on the site.
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Misunderstood Rules
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Defensive Three Seconds:

A defensive player is not allowed inside the key
area for more than three seconds unless he is
guarding the player with the ball or is actively
guarding any opponent. To be considered ac-
tively guarding, a defender must be within an
arms length of an opponent. If an offensive
player moves through the key, the defender must
be within an arms length, and also move along
with the offensive player. He can not just stand
there and put his arms out to get a new three
second count.

Goaltending:

When a player shoots the ball, a defender may
not touch the ball after it reaches its highest
point. If so, the shot shall be ruled successful. A
defender also can not touch a shot after it has hit
the backboard and is going towards the rim,
whether it is going up or down. Once the ball is
on or directly above the rim, no player can touch
the ball. If an offensive player is guilty in any of
the above circumstances, basket interference
shall be ruled and no points can be scored. Ifitis
a defender, two or three points shall be scored
depending on the type of field goal attempted.

Forearm Fouls:

A defender may not be in contact with an ex-
tended forearm to an offensive player with the
ball at any time above the free throw line ex-
tended. Below the free throw line extended and
outside the lower defensive box, a defender may
use an extended forearm to the back/side of an
opponent with the ball to maintain his legally ob-
tained position. Inside the lower defensive box, a
defender may use an extended forearm at any-
time to maintain his position against a payer with
the ball. At no time may the forearm be used to
dislodge, reroute or impede the offensive player.

Hand Checking:

A defender may not place and keep his hand on
an opponent unless he is in the area near the

basket and the offensive player has his back to
the basket. A defender may momentarily touch

an opponent with his hand anywhere on the court
as long as it does not affect the opponent’s
movement (speed, quickness, balance, rhythm).

Clear Path to the Basket:

If a fast break starts in a team’s backcourt and a
defender fouls any offensive player when the
team is going to score an easy basket, a clear
path foul has occurred. When the foul happens,
no defender can be ahead of the ball where he
could establish a position between the ball and
the basket.

Away-From-The-Play Foul:

Once the game clock reaches 2:00 in the fourth
period or 2:00 of overtime periods, any defensive
foul prior to the ball being released during a
throw-in shall be penalized with one free throw by
any player in the game and retaining the ball at
the same spot. Also during this time, the same
penalty would apply if a defender takes a foul
against an offensive player who is not part of the
action. This is to prevent teams from fouling
players who are not the best free throw shooters
as a strategy to gain an advantage in the critical
part of a game.

Flagrant Fouls:

These fouls are considered unnecessary and/or
excessive. There are two types of flagrant foul, 1
and 2. Aflagrant foul 1 is unnecessary contact.
This is usually when a defensive player winds-up
and makes hard contact with the offensive player
or makes hard contact and then follows through.
A flagrant foul 2 has the components of a flagrant
foul 1 and is unnecessary and excessive contact.
This usually has a wind-up motion, hard contact
and a follow through. Both fouls carry a penalty
of two free throws and the team that was fouled
retains possession. A flagrant foul 2 also results
in an ejection of the player committing the foul
once it is reviewed by instant replay. A player
also is ejected if he commits two flagrant foul
penalty 1’s in the same game.

The League Office will consider the following fac-
tors (as well as any other relevant facts and cir-
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cumstances) in determining whether to classify a
foul as Flagrant “1” or Flagrant “2”, to reclassify a
flagrant foul, or to impose a fine and/or suspen-
sion on the player involved:

1. The severity of the contact;

Whether or not the player was making a
legitimate basketball play (e.g., whether a
player is making a legitimate effort to block
a shot; note, however, that a foul commit
ted during a block attempt can still be con
sidered flagrant if other criteria are present
such as recklessness and hard contact to
the head);

3. Whether, on a foul committed with a
player’s arm or hand, the fouling player
wound up and/or followed through after
making contact;

4. The potential for injury resulting from con
tact (e.g., a blow to the head and a foul
committed while a player is in a vulnerable
position);

5. The severity of any injury suffered by the
offended player; and

6. The outcome of the contact (e.g., whether
it led to an altercation).

lllegal Screens/Picks:

A screen or pick is when an offensive player gets
to a legal position on the court in the path of a de-
fender for the purpose of slowing down the de-
fender or making him change directions. An
illegal screen/pick is when the offensive player
does not get into a legal position. When picking
a stationary opponent from the backside, you
must give that player a step. When picking a sta-
tionary player from the front or side, a player can
go right next to him as long as he does not make
illegal contact. If the opponent is moving, you
must get to your position and give him an oppor-
tunity to stop and/or change direction. The speed
of the player will determine the distance. You
cannot just jump in front of a moving opponent at
the last second.

Block/Charge:

A block/charge foul occurs when a defender tries
to get in front of his man to stop him from going in

that direction. If he does not get into a legal de-
fensive position and contact occurs, it is a block-
ing foul. If he gets to a legal position and the
offensive player runs into him it is an offensive
foul. In both situations, if the contact is marginal,
no foul may be called. To get into a legal position
defending against the dribble, the defender
needs to get his torso directly in the path and
beat him to the spot. On a drive to the basket,
the defender must get to his position before the
shooter starts his upward shooting motion. For
off ball players, the defender must get into posi-
tion and allow enough opportunity for the offen-
sive player to stop and/or change direction. All
ties are considered blocks as the defender did
not beat him to the spot but arrived at the same
time.

Restricted Area:

The restricted area (RA) is the area within the
arched line on the court located below the rim.

Its purpose is to stop secondary defenders from
taking a position under the basket in an attempt
to draw the offensive foul when a player is driving
to the basket. If an offensive player drives past
his primary defender on the way to the basket
and a secondary defender comes over, he must
establish a legal position outside the RA to draw
an offensive foul. If the drive starts inside the
Lower Defensive Box (LDB - this is the area from
the bottom tip of the free throw circle to the end-
line between the two 3’ posted-up marks), the
secondary defender is legally allowed to be posi-
tioned inside the RA. The restricted are also
does not apply if the secondary defender jumps
in attempting to block the shot, the offensive
player leads with his leg or knee in an unnatural
motion or uses his off arm to prevent the de-
fender from blocking his shot. The RA does not
extend from below the backboard to the